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18. AN INTERESTING METHOD OF FISHING IN BASTAR
DISTRICT, MADHYA PRADESH

(With a text-figure)

In the course of a fish survey of
Bastar District in 1978, we came across an
interesting method of fishing in the River
Narangi, a tributary of River Indrawati, neaxr
Kondagaon. The method essentially consists
of a cast net modified to act as an under-
water trap, together with a device for direct-
ing fishes towards the net. In summer the
water level in the river Narangi is very low
and several water pools are formed in its en-
tire course. As the fish population is poor in
these pools, a cast net is not effective. The
local fishermen have, therefore, developed a
system by which they obtain a fairly good
catch is shallow waters, between 2 and 3
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metres depth, with the aid of cast net in a
modified form.

The following articles are used in this me-
thod of fishing: one cast net (mesh size 3 cm),
one float [dried shell of gourd (Lagenaria
siceraria) known as ‘tumba’] fixed at the nar-
row end of the net, two cords of coconut fibre,
three bamboo poles about two metres long,
and leaves of ‘“chhind” (Phoenix pusilla—
Family Palmae) tied to the cords at intervals
of about 10 cm. The cord with leaves tied to
it is locally called “bela”.

The cast net is stretched under-water in a
conical shape, rather like a bell (Fig. 1). The
open mouth of the net is attached to.two poles
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(Nos. 1 & 2) fixed vertically under water at
a distance of about 1} metres from each other.
The narrow, closed end of the net is tied to
a float which maintains its shape. A third pole
(No. 3) is also fixed at a distance of a metre
from pole No. 2. A bela measuring about 1
metre is tied between it and the pole MNo. 2.
Another long bela is tied to the pole No. 1

Lela between pole No. 2 and 3 also acts as 2
barrier, all the fishes while trying to escape
the supposed danger enter the cast net and
get trapped.

Fishermen lifi the net up as soon as the
end of the long bela reaches pole No. 3. The
whole operation takes nearly half an hour and
both pelagic and benthic forms are caught.

Fig. 1. The underwater
and drawn underwater by a fisherman towards
the pole No. 3 while encircling a large arca
of water. During this operation, fishes are
scared on seeing the moving bela and the light
reflected by the Chhind leaves. As the fixed
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trap net in operation.
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